Morrison advises residents to drink only bottled water

July 17, 2002

By Brian D. Crecente and Jason Sheehan

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS

MORRISON - Don't drink the water.

That's the latest drought- spurred warning for the town of Morrison, and it could become a hallmark for small towns across the state before summer ends, public health officials said Tuesday.

Morrison residents were warned Tuesday that although the town's water is still safe to drink, they should start using bottled water just in case.

"Although Morrison's water currently meets all health standards that are applied to public water systems, we agreed with town officials that the bottled water advisory was the appropriate step to take," said David Holm, director of the state's Department of Public Health and Enviroment's Water Quality Control Division. "We want to be as far out in front of this as we can."

The borderline water is being caused by extremely low flow rates in Bear Creek, which supplies Morrison.

The typical flow rates in the stream are about 16 cubic feet per a second, but the drought reduced that to .3 to .5 cubic feet a second.

The trickle of water still contains the same number of contaminants, making it impossible for the town's water treatment system to clean it, said Christopher Dann, spokesman for the division.

The advisory recommends that bottled water be used for drinking, making ice and preparing food until further notice. Residents may continue to shower and wash clothes and dishes with tap water.

Chemical contaminants aren't killed by heat, so boiling the water only concentrates the contaminants.

Residents and restaurants were just starting to receive notice of the restrictions Tuesday night.

"This is going to have a huge impact on us, because everything runs off tap water, our pop systems, everything," said Eric Matelski, manager of Red Rocks Grill.

"But it's one of those things where, what do you do? Do you shut down? You can't."

Former town mayor Mary Poe said the historic town will manage.

"Morrison just copes," she said. "We have been through some very tough times and we just cope."

Resident Sandy Weeks was distrubed by the water restrictions.

"I've never heard of that before, that you can't boil water," he said. "That's scary."

Morrison probably won't be the last town to see its water affected.

"I think the water conservation and restrictions that a lot of communities have adopted are helpful and can lengthen the amount of time before we get into a situation like this one," Dann said, "but there is only so much we can do."

The division sent out letters to every water treatment plant in the state listing what to look for to stave off bad water sneaking into a person's home.

Dann added that a large city like Denver or Colorado Springs would not likely be affected by this sort of problem.

"The larger the public water system, the less likely this type of situation is going to occur," he said.

